Phospholipids, particularly platelet-activating factor (PAF-acether), in experimental bronchoconstriction.
Anaphylactic shock and chemical stimulation of isolated lungs are followed by the release of pharmacologically active lipids, such as the eicosanoids. The metabolic modifications that lungs undergo during stimulation, and the effects of the various chemical agents, indicate that other mediators should be released as well. The effects of one of these potential mediators, "platelet-activating factor", are reviewed, particularly with respect to the inhibition of its bronchopulmonary and platelet effects.